Romy RW

Romy.RW@lmu.edu
https://romyrw.lmu.build/
Foley Building 327, Loyola Marymount University
Los Angeles, CA 90045
EDUCATION	
	Ph.D. in Communication
 University of Maryland, College Park, MD
	08/2022

	M.A. in Communication
 University of Maryland, College Park, MD
	08/2019

	M.A. in Media Studies
 Chinese National Academy of Arts, Beijing, China
	 07/2014

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]B.A. in Broadcast Journalism
 Tianjin Polytechnic University, Tianjin, China 
	 06/2011


POSITIONS	
	Assistant Professor, Department of Communication Studies 
 Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, CA
	08/2023-Present

	Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Health Communication and Informatics Research & Basic Biobehavioral and Psychological Sciences
 National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health (NIH), Rockville, MD 
	08/2022-08/2023

	ORISE Research Fellow, Research and Risk Communications
 Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Silver Spring, MD
	09/2019-08/2022

	Graduate Assistantship/Instructor of Record, Department of Communication
 University of Maryland, College Park, MD
	08/2016-08/2022

	News Editor, News Channel Division
   Tianjin Television Station, Tianjin, China
	08/2014-08/2016

	Journalist, News Research Department
   China National Film Museum, Beijing, China   
	05/2012-05/2013

	Research Assistant, Center for Chinese Cultural Strategic Development
   Chinese Academy of Arts, Beijing, China
	09/2011-07/2013


RESEARCH	
Grants and Funding Support
	NIH/NIMH R15 Academic Research Enhancement Award (AREA) for Undergraduate-Focused Institutions (R15 Clinical Trial Required) ($554,080) (Under Review)
   National Institutes of Health
   Role: Principal Investigator
	06/2024-Present

	Cross-Disciplinary Collaborative Course Grant on Course “Network Analysis on Social Media” ($5,000)
   Loyola Marymount University
   Role: Co-PI with Junyuan Lin
	01/2025-01/2026

	Media, Arts & a Just Society Research Grant ($10,000)
   Loyola Marymount University
 Role: Principal Investigator 
	04/2024-12/2024

	Media, Arts & a Just Society Teaching Grant on Course “Health Communication, Media, & Social Justice” ($7,500)
   Loyola Marymount University
 Role: Co-PI with Timothy Williamson & Michael Noltemeyer
	04/2024-12/2024

	The Rains Research Assistant Program ($4,000)
   Office of Research & Creative Arts, Loyola Marymount University
 Role: Principal Investigator
	05/2023-12/2024

	Proposal Writing Academy Stipend ($1,000)
   Office for Research and Sponsored Projects
   Role: Principal Investigator
	06/2024

	Summer Undergraduate Research Program ($5,400)
 Loyola Marymount University
 Role: Mentor & Principal Investigator
	05/2024-06/2024

	Summer COVID-Delay Research Fellowship ($5,283)
University of Maryland, College Park, MD
  Role: Principal Investigator
	05/2022-08/022

	RAPID: Influences of the Coronavirus Outbreak on Racial Discrimination, Identity Development, and Socialization” ($125,428)
 National Science Foundation, Alexandria, VA
 Role: Research Assistant to Principal Investigator Cixin Wang
	10/2020-07/2022

	“I Can’t Breathe” and Police Brutality Research Grant ($2,740)
 University of Maryland, College Park, MD
 Role: Research Assistant to PIs Anita Atwell Seate & Michelle Yang
	09/2020-57/2021

	Effective Intercultural Communication Teaching in a Flipped Classroom ($14,765)
   Teaching Innovation Grant, University of Maryland
   Role: Research Assistant to Principal Investigator Nick Joyce
	05/2020-08/2020



Peer-Reviewed Publications (N = 19) 
(Name changed to Romy RW from Xiaojing Wang in 2023)
Page, T., Seate, A., Chatham, A., Lim, J., Shi, D., Ma, L., & RW, R. (2025). Offensiveness and virtuousness of a sports crisis: Identity, situational crisis communication theory, and social assessment. Public Relations Review.
RW, R. & Nan, X. (2025). Effects of COVID-19 E-Mental health interventions: A systematic review of systematic reviews and meta-analyses. Internet Intervention. doi: 10.1016/j.invent.2025.100802
RW, R. & Joyce, N. (2024). Impacts of racial and gender identities on individuals’ intentions to seek a counselor. Cyberpsychology, Behavior, and Social Networking, 27(12), 948–953. doi: 10.1089/cyber.2023.0521
Settle, J. R., Smith, A., Rausch, P., & RW, R. (2024). A social media analysis of kratom use to discontinue stimulants. Journal of Addictive Diseases, 42(7), 508–514. doi: 10.1080/10550887.2023.2292304
RW, R. & Joyce, N. (2024). Effects of intergroup communication on intergroup anxiety and prejudice through single sessions of peer counseling in online settings. International Journal of Communication, 18, 384-407. https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/viewFile/20786/4440
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Dias, S. & RW, R. (2023). A qualitative inquiry into the role of communication in reputation management during compounding health crises. Kaleidoscope, 21(1), 155-170. https://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/kaleidoscope/vol21/iss1/12
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Dias, S. & RW, R. (2023). Investigating the effects of message framing on college students’ risk perception and protective responses to Adenovirus. Kaleidoscope, 21(1), 83-100. https://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/kaleidoscope/vol21/iss1/7
Wang, C., Tang, N., Zhen, D., Wang, X., Zhang, J., Cheong, Y.,  & Zhu, Q. (2023). Need for cognitive closure and trust towards government predicting pandemic behavior and mental health: Comparing United States and China. Current Psychology, 42, 22823-22836. doi: 10.1007/s12144-022-03327-0
Ledford, V., Wang, X., Anderson, L., Leach, J., Lucas, M., & Mazzone, R. (2023). Communication apprehension in the online presentational speaking course: Considerations for synchronous course meetings and asynchronous presentations. Communication Teacher, 37(1), 64-82. doi: 10.1080/17404622.2022.2046284
Dias, S. & Wang, X. (2023). Exploring participants’ experiences of mental health and stigma in American colleges. Journal of American College Health, 71(7), 2074-2084. doi: 10.1080/07448481.2021.1954652
Yan, Q., Wang, X., & Namkoong, K. (2022). A meta-analysis of the overall effect of mhealth physical activity interventions for weight-loss and the moderating effect of behavioral change theories, techniques, and mobile technologies. Mobile Media & Communication, 10(2), 337-359. doi: 10.1177/20501579211054929
Wang, X., Nan, X., Stanly, S., Wang, Y., Waks, L., & Broniatowski, D. (2021). Emotion and virality of food safety risk communication messages on social media. Journal of Applied Communications, 105(3), 1-26. doi: 10.4148/1051-0834.2391  
Wang, X., Joyce, N., & Namkoong, K. (2020). Investigating college students’ intentions to seek online counseling services. Communication Studies, 71(4), 550-567. doi: 10.1080/10510974.2020.1750448 
Wang, X. & Huang, Y. (2014). The critical role of TV programs in intercultural communication. Youth Journalist, 5, 36-37. doi: 10.15997/j.cnki.qnjz.2014.05.034 
Wang, X. (2013). Make the lonely children feel warm: The society should focus on lonely children without parents around in rural areas in China. Film Review, 16, 51-52. doi: 10.16583/j.cnki.52-1014/j.2013.16.021
Huang, Y & Wang, X. (2013). On development trend of Chinese TV programs from the history of TV programs of Western countries, China Newspaper Industry, 24, 66-67. doi: 10.13854/j.cnki.cni.2013.24.035
Wang, X. (2013). A report of the main factors in the formation of contemporary Chinese television. Shenzhou, 21, 216. http://www.cqvip.com/qk/86342x/201321/46592678.html
Huang, Y. & Wang, X. (2013). The analysis of the role of social media in public crisis management. China Newspaper Industry, 18, 66-67. doi: 10.13854/j.cnki.cni.2013.18.006
Wang, X. (2012). An analysis on the values delivered in TV series about the medical reform in rural China. China Newspaper Industry, 10, 83-84. doi: 10.13854/j.cnki.cni.2013.10.049

Book Chapter (N = 3)
Dias, S. & RW, R. (Forthcoming). Mental health and stigma trends across academic communities. In Brennan, K. & Gorman, K. (Eds.), Cracking the cultural code: A university-wide approach to changing campus cultures of mental illness stigma. Springer.
RW, R. Wu, X., Kim, R.S., & Nan, X. (2025). Chapter 6 A typology of health communication variables relevant for mental health. In Yzer, M. & Siegel, J. (Eds.), Handbook of Mental Health Communication (pp. 79-91). Wiley Blackwell. doi: 10.1002/9781394179909.ch6
Wang, X., et al. (2018). A network analysis of the GamerGate movement. In Golbeck, J. (Eds.), Online harassment (Human-computer interaction series) (pp. 57-63). Cham, Switzerland: Springer.

Conference Presentations (N =32)
Mollah, S. & RW, R. (January 2025). Social media influencers’ race on the adoption of healthy behaviors. American Economic Association. San Francisco, CA. 
RW, R. (November 2024). A content analysis to determine quality indicators for mental health podcasts. National Communication Association Convention. New Orleans, LA.
RW, R. & Nan, X. (June 2024). Effects of e-mental health interventions during the COVID-19 pandemic: A systematic review of systematic reviews. International Communication Association Convention. Gold Coast, Australia
Mollah, S. & RW, R. (June 2024). Social media influencers’ race on the adoption of healthy behaviors. American Society of Health Economists. San Diego, CA. 
RW, R., Pichardo, C., Bowers, J., Dwyer. L., Ferrer, R., & Acevedo, A. (August 2023). Exploring the impact of stress, discrimination, and racial concordance on depressive symptoms in inter-racial and intra-racial couples during the COVID-19 pandemic. Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences Fellows Symposium. Rockville, MD.
RW, R., Chen, J., & Wang, Y. (November 2023). Evaluating inclusiveness and diversity in health misinformation correction research: A scoping review. National Communication Association Convention. National Harbor, MD.
Joyce, N., RW, R., Lin, T., KC, U., Montes, A., & Namkoong, K. (November 2023). An unclear and distant danger: Cognitive construal, cultural distance and stereotypes as predictors of risk and support. National Communication Association Convention. National Harbor, MD.
RW, R. & Wang, Y. (November 2023). The role of race and gender in correcting disinformation. National Communication Association Convention. National Harbor, MD.
Settle, J., Wang, X., Smith, A., & Rausch, P. (April 2023). Use of Kratom to discontinue stimulants: An online and social media analysis. Rx and Illicit Drug Summit. Atlanta, GA.
Iles, I., Rausch, P., Lappin, B., Settle, J., & Wang. X. (November 2022). Understanding healthcare professionals’ knowledge and prescribing practices about abuse deterrent formulation opioids developed to help tackle the epidemic: Results from a national survey. American Public Health Association Conference. Boston, MA.
Wang, X. (November 2022). The effects of computer-mediated counseling on reducing college students’ anxiety through self-disclosure, satisfaction, and working alliance. National Communication Association. New Orleans, LA.
Wang. X., Settle, J., & Rausch, P., & Smith, A. (August 2022). Use of kratom to discontinue stimulants: An online & social media analysis. 2022 Annual Student Scientific Research Day. 
Wang, X. (May 2022). Investigating the effects of intercultural counseling on college students’ mental health through intercultural prejudice and intercultural anxiety. International Communication Association Convention. (Visual)
Settle, J., Wang. X., & Smith, A. (February 2022). Use of kratom to discontinue stimulants. Controlled Substances Summit. (Visual)
Wang, X., Ma, R., & Joyce, N. (November 2021). Effects of racial and gender matching on individuals’ intentions to seek a counselor online. National Communication Association Convention. Seattle, WA.
Ledford, V., Wang, X., Anderson, L., Leach, J., Lucas, M., & Mazzone, R. (November 2021). How do students manifest communication apprehension in the online presentational speaking course? Considerations for synchronous course meetings and asynchronous presentations. National Communication Association Convention. Seattle, WA.
Zhao, X. & Wang., X. (November 2021). Listen to the crowd: The effects of Danmaku videos on viewers’ perceptions. National Communication Association Annual Convention. Seattle, WA. Top paper award.
Dias, S. & Wang, X. (May 2021). A qualitative analysis of the role of communication in reputation management during compounding health crises. International Communication Association Convention. (Visual)
Settle, J., Wang, X., & Rausch, P. (May 2021). COVID-19 and the opioid crisis: A social media perspective. FDA Science Forum, Science as the Foundation for Protecting and Promoting Public Health. 
Dias, S. & Wang, X. (March 2021). Student perceptions of COVID-19 message framing. International Crisis and Risk Communication Conference. (Visual)
Wang, X., Nan, X., Stanly, S., Wang, Y., Waks, L., & Broniatowski, D. (November 2020). Emotion and virality of food safety risk communication messages on social media. National Communication Association Convention. (Visual)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Dias, S. & Wang, X. (November 2020). Exploring mental health and stigma trends across academic communities. National Communication Association Convention. (Visual)
Settle, J., Rausch, P., & Wang, X. (October 2020). Understanding the intersection of the COVID-19 pandemic and the opioid crisis through social media. NIH COVID-19 Research Workshop. (Virtual)
Lappin, B., Rausch, P., Ikenberry, S., & Wang, X. (October 2020). Communicating about novel medical treatments to reduce chronic health problems: A challenge for public health professionals. American Public Health Association Convention. (Virtual) 
Rausch, P., Settle, J., & Wang, X. (August 2020). Exploring the social context of public health issues through online and social media conversations: A systematic approach. National Conference on Health Communication, Marketing, and Media. (Virtual) 
Wang, X. (March 2020). A model of intercultural and intergroup counseling seeking. Virginia Association of Communication Arts and Sciences Annual Convention. Fairfax, VA. (Canceled due to COVID-19)
Wang, X. (March 2020). Racial/gender matching of clients and counselors in counseling seeking intentions. ARHU Graduate Student Conference Common Threads. College Park, MD.
Page, T., Seate, A., Chatham, A., Lim, J., Shi, D., Ma, L., & Wang, X. (November 2019). The power of pre-existing relationships: Situational crisis communication theory and the revised model of reputation repair. National Communication Association Convention. Baltimore, MD. Top paper award.
Qin, Y., Wang, X., & Namkoong, K. (August 2019). A meta-analysis on mhealth physical activity interventions for weight loss: Technology use, behavior change theories and techniques. Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication Convention. Toronto, Canada.
Wang, X., Joyce, N., & Namkoong, K. (May 2019). Investigating college students’ intentions to seek online counseling services. International Communication Association Annual Convention. Washington, D.C.
Wang, X. (April 2019). Investigating international Chinese students’ intentions to seek counseling services. Eastern Communication Association Convention. Providence, RI.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK19][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]Joyce, N. & Wang, X (November 2018). The effect of communication channel and intercultural competence on intergroup contact richness, involvement, and anxiety. National Communication Association. Salt Lake City, UT.

Articles Under Review 
RW, R., Chen, J., & Wang, Y. (R&R1). Evaluating inclusiveness and diversity in health misinformation correction research: A scoping review.
Joyce, N. & RW, R. (R&R1). The relationship of communication channel and intercultural competence with anticipated anxiety, contact richness, and involvement.
RW, R. & Joyce, N. Social presence in e-mental health interventions: The effects of communication channel on state anxiety, self-disclosure, satisfaction, and working alliance.
Joyce, N., Lin, T., RW, R., KC, U., Montes, A., & Namkoong, K. An unclear and distant danger: Cognitive construal, cultural distance, and stereotypes as predictors of risk perception and policy support.
TEACHING	
Course Development & Instruction
	Assistant Professor, Loyola Marymount University
· Nature of Theory
· Intercultural Communication
· Nature of Inquiry
· Advanced Intercultural Communication
	08/2023-Present
F24
F24
F23
F23, S24, Su24

	Instructor on Record, University of Maryland, College Park
· Essentials of Intercultural Communication
· Oral Communication: Principles and Practices
	08/2016-08/2022
S21, W21, W22
S20

	Teaching Assistant, University of Maryland, College Park
· Introduction to Communication Inquiry
· Research Methods in Communication
· Communication Theory and Process
	08/2016-08/2022
F17, S18, F18, F19, S20
S19
F20, S21



Professional Development
	Global Learning as Inclusive Excellence
Faculty Learning Community, Loyola Marymount University
	08/2023-12/2023

	Scientists Teaching Science
   Office of Intramural Training & Education, National Institutes of Health (NIH)
	05/2022



Advising
	Research Assistant Training, Loyola Marymount University 
Undergraduate Students: Maya Barns, Yasmin Kim, Regina Alcantara, Kexin Gao, Malee Bedolla, & Stephen Calhoun                                                              
Topic: Podcast & Mental health
	01/2024-Present

	Summer Journal Club, National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
Post-baccalaureate Fellows
Topic: Communicating health and science to the public
	07/2023

	Expert Advisor, Leland High School
High School Student: Iris Gu 
Topic: The relationship between people’s personality types and their willingness to
seek online vs. face-to-face counseling
	09/2021-04/2022

	Research Assistant Training, University of Maryland, College Park, MD
   Undergraduate Students: Julie Ostroff, Sandra Ellis, Gabriella Catenazzo, Gabriella Sanjur
	01/2021-12/2021

	Peer Counselor Training, University of Maryland, College Park, MD
 Undergraduate Students: Nicolette Meade, Tanesha Brockington, Lauren Lentini, Yujie Yuan,
& Natalie Harvey
Topic: The effects of communication channels and intergroup contact on college students’  mental health
	09/2020-05/2021

	Undergraduate Thesis Mentor, University of Maryland, College Park, MD   
Undergraduate Student: Raven Warren
Topic: How influencers shape the purchase intentions of consumers

	09/2019-12/2019


Invited Speaker
	“The Edge of What We Know” at 2024-2025 Honors Lecture Series
  Honor’s Program, Loyola Marymount University
	02/2025

	“Effects of Intergroup Communication on Intergroup Anxiety and Prejudice through Single Sessions of Peer Counseling in Online Settings” at Faculty Pub Night
   William H. Hannon Library, Loyola Marymount University
	11/2024

	“Thriving in Your First Year as a Scholar/Practitioner”
	08/2024

	Center for Faculty Development, Loyola Marymount University
	

	“The Role of Identity in Interculture Communication”
 China Studies Group, Global-Local Affairs, Loyola Marymount University
	09/2023

	“Health equity, race, technology, and healthcare: To automate and communicate?”
     University of Maryland, College Park, MD   
	11/2021

	“Spotlight panel on mental health: Mental health in interpersonal relationships and families”
   Interpersonal Communication Division, National Communication Association
	11/2021


SERVICE	
University, College, and Departmental Activities
	Loyola Marymount University
Member, Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL), International Programs and Partnerships
Member, Strategic Communication Search Committee, Department of Communication Studies
Member, Companions in Mission, Mission and Identity Programs, Center for Mission and Identity
Member, Intergroup Dialogue Program, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)
Committee Member for Prof. Michael Noltemeyer’s promotion, University Core
Peer Teaching Observation for Dr. Sergio F. Juárez, Communication Studies Department 
China Studies Group, Global-Local Affairs
	08/2023-Present


	National Institutes of Health (NIH)
 Member, Diversity Career Development Program
	
02/2022-12/2023

	University of Maryland, College Park
 Administration Assistant, Undergraduate Program Learning Outcomes Assessment,
 Department of Communication
 Graduate Student Representative, Center for Health and Risk Communication
 Graduate Student Representative, Department of Communication
 Mentor, Peer Mentor Program, Department of Communication
 Graduate Student Representative, Department of Communication
 SONA Administrator Assistant, Department of Communication
 Evaluator, Office of China Affairs
 Graduate Student Representative, Department of Communication
	
01/2021-06/2022

10/2020
10/2019
08/2018-05/2019
10/2018
08/2017-05/2018
03/2018
10/2017



Professional Activities
	Peer Reviewer, Behavioral Sciences (N = 1)
	04/2025

	 Peer Reviewer, Feminist Media Studies (N = 1)
	10/2024

	 Mentor, Mentor-Mentee Program, International Communication Association (ICA)
	06/2024

	 Peer Reviewer, National Institutes of Mental Health (NIMH)
 Reviewer, Health Communication Division, ICA (N =5)
 Peer Reviewer, BMC Public Health (N =1)
 Peer Reviewer, Journal of Family Violence (N= 1)
 Reviewer, Intercultural Communication Division, ICA (N =3)
 Reviewer, Mass Communication Division, National Communication Association (N =2)
 Reviewer, Asian/Pacific American Communication Studies Division and Asian Pacific American Caucus, National Communication Association (N =2)
 Reviewer, Chinese Communication Studies, National Communication Association (N =1)
	07/2023-Present
01/2023
04/2023-07/2023
11/2021-02/2022
01/2021
06/2019
06/2019

06/2019



Professional Certification
	Mental Health First Aid, National Council for Mental Wellbeing
	09/2020-Present



Media Attention
LMU College of Communication and Fine Arts (2025). “Faculty Awards Bolster Established and New CFA Faculty”
LMU Newsroom (2025). “Faculty Awards”
LMU Library News (2024). “Faculty Pub Night Speaker Line-up for 2024-25”
LMU Newsroom (2024). “Media, Art, & a Just Society Announces 2024 Summer Fellowship Recipients”
LMU Newsroom (2024). “2024 Summer Fellowships”
Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts News (2023). “China Studies Forum #12”
National Cancer Institute (2023). “2023 DCDP Fellows meet with former NCI Director Dr. Monica Bertagnolli”
UMD News (2022). “COMM Ph.D. Students are Outstanding Graduate Assistants”
UMD News (2022). “COMM Presents 2022 Departmental Awards”
UMD News (2021). “Terps Win Awards and Present Research at NCA”
HONORS & AWARDS	
	Ascending Scholar Award, Loyola Marymount University
	03/2025

	Outstanding Graduate Assistant Award, University of Maryland
	05/2022

	Outstanding Service Award, the Department of Communication, University of Maryland
	05/2022

	Top Paper Award, Human Communication and Technology, National Communication Association
	11/2021

	NCA Caucus Student Travel Grant, Diversity Council, National Communication Association
	11/2021

	Jacob K. Goldhaber Travel Award, Graduate School, University of Maryland
	11/2021

	Outstanding Teaching Award, Department of Communication, University of Maryland
	05/2021

	Dissertation Fellowship, the Department of Communication, University of Maryland
	10/2020

	ICA Travel Award, Health Communication, International Communication Association
	06/2020

	Top Paper Award, Public Relations, National Communication Association
	11/2019

	NCA Caucus Student Travel Grant, Diversity Council, National Communication Association
	11/2019

	NCA Graduate Student Travel Grant, Asian/Pacific American Communication Studies and Asian Pacific American Caucus, National Communication Association
	11/2019

	Jacob K. Goldhaber Travel Award, Graduate School, University of Maryland
	11/2018

	Dean Fellowship, Graduate School, University of Maryland
	08/2016

	Academic Star Fellowship, Chinese National Academy of Arts
	09/2014

	Academic Star Fellowship, Chinese National Academy of Arts
	09/2013

	Outstanding Student Scholarship, Chinese National Academy of Arts
	09/2012
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RW CV
